[Early diagnostic laparotomy in patients with multiple injuries (apropos of 125 cases)].
Hundred twenty five patients with multiple areas of injury requiring surgical repair outside of the abdomen too were subjected to laparotomy. In patients with multiple areas of trauma the abdomen is almost always suspect. The proliferation of diagnostic tools to detect intraperitoneal damage have, in some ways, helped phisicians decide as to laparotomy. However, when multiple injuries are present, particularly of the central nervous system, classical findings of peritoneal damage are difficult to elicit. A diagnostic laparotomy does not add significantly to the overall morbidity or mortality, for that we think is still a place for diagnostic laparotomy in patients with multiple trauma.